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PECULIARITIES IN THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF MILITARY SPECIALIZED ENGLISH COURSEBOOKS
INTHE EDUCATIONAL PROCESS

Qs English becomes an integral part of the Ukrainian Higher Military Education system, the challenge is to implement an English-based
teaching approach that develops the professional competence of military specialists while also achieving a high level of proficiency in foreign
language communication. The modern graduate of a higher military educational institution should possess theoretical and practical knowledge
of their specialty, as well as the ability to solve specific tasks.

In light of the above, the authors propose that the English for Specific Purposes (ESP) approach be adopted as the English teaching approach
for application in a particular field of activity. This would enable cadets to develop and hone their skills in professionally oriented areas, as well
as intercultural and socio-cultural competencies, which are essential for future specialists.

The authors examine the ESP teaching approach as a promising methodology for enhancing the communication competencies
of prospective officers in a more effectively. They contend that it is a valuable addition to the pedagogical tools available to educators. The ESP
teaching approach is centered on the development of professional vocabulary, with cadets presented with scenarios that require the use
of specific communicative competencies.

The authors illustrate the practical application of the ESP teaching approach at each stage (presentation, practice, and production),
providing illustrative examples from the coursebooks used at military academies for training cadets.

They also address the role of the teacher in resolving problem situations. A key aspect of the ESP teaching approach is the cognitive
component, which concerns the relevance of knowledge, information, and sources of information in addressing a specific problem situations
and achieving educational objectives.

Keywords: competence; key competences; special aim; English for Specific Purposes; professionally-oriented; integration
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OCOBJIMBOCTI BMPOBAAMKEHHA B OCBITHI NPOLIEC HABYAJIbHUX MOCIBHUKIB
13 BINCbKOBO-CMNELIANII30BAHOI AHIMIACbKOT MOBU

BusHaueHo akmyaneHicms sukopucmarts English for Specific Purposes (ESP) nioxody, wo Mae 3Ha4Hi nepesazu y po3sumky Hasu4qoK
ycix 4omupbox 8U0i8 MOBJIEHHEBOI DifIbHOCMI, a came: YUMAHHA, NUCbMA, dyOilOBAHHA MA 2080PIHHA; AKUU 84YUMb WBUOKO Ma adekeamHo
peazysamu 8 KOMyHiKamugHux cumyayisx i 00800UmMe 00 ABMOMAMU3MY 8UKOPUCMAHHA OCHOBHUX JIEKCUYHUX | 2pAMamUuyHUX A8UW,.

06rpyHmosaHo echekmugHe 8ukopucmaxHaA ESP nioxody, Ak 00H020 i3 HOBIMHix nioxodis, 3a 00NOMO2010 AKO20 KOMYHIKAMUBHI HaBUYKU
800CKOHAJIOIOMbCA eheKmuBHiule, HiX 3a 00NOMO20t0 mpaduyitiHux memodie.

Asmopamu akyeHmosaHo ysazy Ha ESP nioxodi, 3a donomozoko AK020 8i0NPALbLOBYEMBLCA C/IOBHUKOBUL MIHIMYM, | KOMyHIKAMUBHI

Hasuyku matibymHix ghaxisyie yOoCKoOHaMomscA epekmusHiuwie.

Asmopu nponoHylome npakmu4He 8UKOPUCMAHHA 0aHO20 NiOX00y BUKIAOAHHA AHNilicbKoi MOBU npogheciliHozo cnpAMYBAHHA
HA KOXHOMY 3 emanig 3aHAMMms (88edeHHs, NPAKMUKA, NpedCMassieHHs) HA OCHOBI Oi€BUX HABYA/bHO-MeMOOUYHUX NOCIOHUKI8

0118 KypcaHmis gilicbkosux 3aknaoie ocgimu.

Knrouoei cnoea: kovmnemeruyis; npogheciliHa komnemeHyis; cneuianeHa mema; aHeniticeka Mosa 014 cneyianbHux yined; iHmezpauis;

emanu 8ionpayto8axHa ma npedcmassieHHs

Actuality of the problem. The modernization of the higher
education system in our country is becoming more closely
associated with the training of appropriately qualified specialists
in accordance with European standards, which yields the narrow
specialization specialists in all practical fields. The primary goal of
teaching a foreign language in a non-linguistic higher education
institution is to foster the development of the students'
interlanguage competence (IQC). This will enable them to utilize
the language effectively, both professionally and in their daily
lives. This rule applies equally to higher military educational
institutions. The capacity to comprehend and communicate
efficaciously in a multilingual context represents a foundational
prerequisite for membership within the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO). This has resulted in the formulation
of comprehensive guidelines for language training within
the Ukrainian Armed Forces, namely the "Basic Principles of
Language Training of Personnel in the System of the Ministry of
Defence of Ukraine" and the "Roadmap for Improving Language
Training in the Armed Forces of Ukraine" (2021-2025)".

The ability to communicate effectively across linguistic
boundaries is contingent upon the attainment of key
competencies in the field of linguistic mutual understanding and
interoperability. The term "key competences" was initially defined
in the Recommendation of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 18 December 2006 on key competences for lifelong
learning. These key competences can be understood as a set of
attitudes, values, knowledge, skills and abilities in the following
areas: communication in the mother tongue; communication in
foreign languages; mathematics and basic concepts in science
and technology, including computer literacy; learning skills;
social and civic spheres; innovation and entrepreneurship; and
the cultural sphere.

Analysis of recent research and publications. The Law of
Ukraine "On Higher Education" (2014) defines competence
as a dynamic combination of knowledge, skills, and practical
abilities, ways of thinking, professional, ideological, and
civic qualities, moral and ethical values. This combination of
attributes determines an individual's capacity to successfully
undertake professional and further educational activities. This
is accomplished through the completion of a specified level of
higher education, which results in the acquisition of the requisite

competencies. The competence approach and its fundamental
categories, namely "competence" and "competency’, are
actively employed in the educational process in the works
of Ukrainian scientists N. Bidiuk and R. Hryshkova. The works
of Ukrainian scientists N. Zavinychenko, I. Zymnia, T. Koval,
N. Morze, O. Ovcharuk, I. Sekret, and O. Spirina, A. Vashkiv,
N. Vovchasta, as well as those of foreign researchers D. Richen,
M. Kenel, M. Swain, S. Adrian. Palmer, also make reference to this
concept. In their work, A. Khutorskyi and others define Foreign
Language Communicative Competence as a professional
competence, comprising knowledge, skills and abilities that
facilitate the comprehension of specific professional problems
and the adequacy of conclusion formulation, the objectification
of special terms, the selection of key data, the assessment of
their significance from the perspective of professional activity,
the overcoming of psychological barriers during communication
in a foreign language and the activation of the communicative
potential of the individual based on their own awareness of the
necessity for this communication.

Furthermore, English is studied not only as a language of
international communication with general competence, but
also for specific purposes in the business field, with the aim
of achieving precise and targeted goals. The term "special” or
"specific" in ESP means "the exact objective" for learning English.
The term ESP is used to describe an approach to teaching English
for a specific purpose. The focus of the English language learning
is on subject matter pertinent to the learner's field of study.
This enables them to rapidly apply their knowledge to their
professional abilities when engaged in study.

The term English for Specific Purposes (ESP) is a common
teaching method used by educators to meet the specific precise
demands and needs of students according to their major or
profession (Hutchinson and Waters) [4]. Mackay R.and Mountford
A. stated that "ESP is generally used to refer to the teaching of
English for a clearly utilitarian purpose" utilitarian purpose” [6].

H. Basturkmen defined ESP as a language that is learned 'not
for its own sake or for the sake of general education, but to pave
the way for entry or greater linguistic efficiency in academic,
professional or workplace environments. This means that the
function of ESP is to help beginners to build up the skills they
need to use in a particular field, job or profession [1].
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The objective of this type of English learning is to meet the
specific requirements of a particular profile. This approach to
language learning entails training and practice in the specific
spoken and written forms of English that are required for the
performance of specific official or academic tasks.

The key features of English for Specific Purposes are as follows:
the use of specialized content (specialized terminology, typical
communication situations and genre specificity of professional
language), contextual language learning, an emphasis on the
practical use of the language and the level of personal qualities
of the students (high motivation and purposefulness in language
learning).

At the present stage of teaching English for Specific
Purposes in higher education in Ukraine, a new approach to
content selection is needed. It should be based on the latest
achievements in a particular field of activity and reflect current
needs in professional fields that are relevant to the (professional)
interests of learners and provide them with opportunities for
professional development [9].

So, the aim of the article is to highlight the practical usage
of this approach of ESP at each stage (presentation, practice, and
production) of a lesson for the formation of the English language
professional competence in four types of language activities,
such as: reading, speaking, listening and writing in students of
Ukrainian higher military education institutions.

Presentation of the main material. The main point of
the professional language is that English is not taught as a
subject separated from the cadets’ real world (or desires), but is
integrated into a subject area that is important to the cadets. This
is exactly the kind of integration suggested by the authors of the
coursebooks: MILITARY SPECIALIZED ENGLISH (Missile Troops
and Avrtillery) [11], MILITARY SPECIALIZED ENGLISH (Mechanized
and Tank Troops) [9] and MILITARY SPECIALIZED ENGLISH
(Military Engineers) [5]. These coursebooks are designed to
strengthen the educational and didactic basis of language
training of future officers and to foster the intensification of their
learning of English and, in particular, to deepen their Foreign
Language Communicative Competence in the professional fields
of functioning of the Armed Forces of Ukraine.

Cadets approach English language learning through the
lens of knowledge previously acquired in military disciplines.
Integration into the subject area that is important to the
learners. The maximum immersion in the professional sphere is
created, that is, learners perceive the material through the lens
of already acquired knowledge and experience, rather than
English in general, when they may be unfamiliar with certain
information. For example, in one of the exercises on “Troop
Movement', cadets are asked to Think about some factors that
influence military movement and Share their ideas with the class.
They are also suggested the structures such as: be + prohibited
+ from + infinitive + -ing; be + (not) allowed / permitted + to +
infinitive; be + (not) allowed / permitted + noun and expressions
that, in a meaningful context, will strengthen their confidence
and increase motivation to learn a foreign language in general.

The next exercise (practice stage) is designed to develop
the ability to conduct a Situation update briefing on the issuing
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orders by commanding officer to the deputy commander and
subordinates, and then, to involve the entire audience in the
learning process (production stage). Before completing the main
task, namely the procedure for communicating the information
received, the cadet should work independently on the necessary
vocabulary, following the instructions: Follow the structure, before
giving a briefing: organize your ideas and plan what you want to
say; make notes to help you to speak; plan the linking words and
phrases you will use to structure your briefing and give your briefing
according to the specific order of such procedure.

There is no an unambiguous procedure for the completion
of these exercises. Improving soft skills such as: teamwork,
decision-making, situation management, the ability to identify
and analyze the links between different forms of complex
professional activity, etc. The teacher can vary and suggest
the cadets to choose one of the two types of briefing, namely
Situation update briefing or Decision briefing, and the one chosen
will determine the way in which the task is performed and the
goal achieved.

The following exercise from the same unit, which provides
some examples of the common events that cadets may face, is an
example of improving soft skills. It is suggested to: Discuss what
you would do in the following situations while troops movement
(practice stage). And then: Present your ideas to the class
(production stage). Such exercises contain all the information
necessary for cadets to complete them successfully, and are in
line with the PPP approach.

T. Hutchinson and A. Waters prove that the linguistic
knowledge required to understand a specialized text is
somewhat different from the linguistic knowledge required
to understand a non-specialized text. General comprehension
depends on knowledge of the subject matter, not on knowledge
of the language. This position is also advocated by U. Gullen. The
scientist believes that it is not the number of professional terms in
a text that distinguishes a foreign language for specific purposes,
but the actual knowledge required to understand these terms.

Taking into account the specifics of ESP, D. Carver identifies
three features inherent in most ESP courses. In our opinion,
practice-oriented tasks are the most important among them.
Thus, in the following exercise, which is suggested for study
in the coursebook, the cadet is asked to use his knowledge of
military vehicles, their specifications and the ability to set up a
column of vehicles for a march. The exercise provides a list of the
graduated response techniques, which cadets discuss in groups
and fill in the pyramid, ordering the techniques from 1 being the
mildest to 12 being the strongest.

Within ESP, T. Hutchinson distinguishes between target needs
and learning needs. Target needs include: target situation needs,
which define exactly what the cadet needs to know and be able
to do effectively in English in their future roles, and fill in any
knowledge gaps. Thus, the next exercise is designed to improve
writing skills. Cadets are given eight parts of speech and the
words listed below them: You are going to use these words to write
the sentences and eventually a case study on “Convoy operation”.
The task is set and a step-by-step procedure is suggested to
achieve the goals. Firstly, work in pairs to write sentences using the
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words; Secondly, make groups of four. Read all your sentences and
choose the best ones to make into a short article. And as the final
stage, namely production, Next, a spokesperson from each group
reads out the article and invites comments. It is worth noting that
most of the exercises are tested through listening: Then listen to
the original article and compare what you have come up with.

According to M. Byram, the use of the mother tongue in the
process of learning a foreign language serves as a compensatory
strategy to fill in the gaps in foreign language proficiency in
general. And ESP is no exception, which is why each subsequent
unit begins with a Wordlist with a translation into Ukrainian.

The authors of ESP coursebooks take into account the fact
that video and audio materials help to increase the motivation of
learners. In particular, ESP coursebooks contain sufficient video
and audio material to expose learners to the visual (gestures,
facial expressions, proxemics) and auditory (redundancy, speech
overlap) features of the language, as well as providing the
necessary ambient and physical cues to help them understand
the usage and'register’in a particular context, thus helping them
to develop effective oral communication.

ESP coursebooks are no exception and contain a large
number of colour pictures as accompanying material to the
exercises. They are visually appealing, which helps the teacher
to diversify the tasks without using the Internet resource, and
also serve as a motivational element for the cadets, encouraging
them to perform well when vocabulary is available, and meet the
requirements of the PPP approach: Take turns. Student A: choose
one of the photos. Describe it using the words. Student B: guess the
photo.
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Conclusions. English for Specific Purposes is, therefore,
one of the most effective approaches to learning English for
specific purposes. It is appealing because of its flexibility, its
total adherence to the needs of the language learner and its
consideration of the individual characteristics of the learner.

The approach to learning English for specific purposes is
evolving and will continue to evolve to provide up-to-date
information. The approach to learning English for specific
purposes is flexible and meets the modern requirements of
professional mastery. ESP coursebooks have a number of
advantages, namely:

- awareness of the need to learn English for a specific
purpose, rather than the need as such: understanding the needs
and motivation (the student's professional interests are included)
that they generate;

- conduction of a needs analysis by speciality (consultations
with specialized departments) together with teachers of
specialized disciplines to ensure the appropriate selection,
structuring professionally oriented material and the feasibility of
creating certain exercises;

- use of authentic, relevant and practical material.

In addition to their advantages, these coursebooks have one
very important requirement. And that is basic/general English,
i.e. the level with which the cadet approaches the study of his/
her specialty in English.

In our further scientific research, we plan to focus our
close attention on the detailed study of effectiveness of
English for Specific Purposes (ESP) for the formation of English
communicative competence in listening.
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